R

e e
—

= — .

= e - b

vdzZ- NIISNI & bSgat SHgSNI 2 9 LJs 2 NI K
5SOSY0oSNIydza/NE 3 CSONHzZE NB HANHM
Christmas Dul9ng CWirntler-220W0r ship
As of Nov. 29, 2020, the First Sunday of Advent, Schedul e

we are resuming our livestream only (nepe@rson)
worship services Sunday mornings at 10:00inorder Sunday 10: 00 a. m. Wo

to keep everyone safe as the winter surge inGovid S, n d a y 10:00 a. m. on |
19 infections soars in Delaware and across the On EpworvioluTube pag
country. We enjoyed wperson worship for several

Sundays in November, and we give special thanks to Epwo (r) :Fg c lé '\g% o Ff( € T_? t\’/ Oe t_ h
our staff, leaders, 2 .
and volunteers (www. facebook. com/ epw
who planned and Links are also on o

carried out the

YOUR
i NEIGHB'R
policies to make e ——
sure everyone was

eumcrb. org

Ot her ways we are c¢

safe. Prayer Meeting (op
To facilitate better online access, we are offering 7: 00 p. m. on Wedne

simultaneous livestream worship on both YouTube .

and Facebook. Please see our website (eumcrb.org), Lunch Bunch (Choi

Facebook site (facebook.com/epworthUMC), or 12: 30 p.m. on Wedn

YouTube site: (search on Epworth UMC

Rehoboth Beach, DE) for links to livestream Af ternoon Tea ( Memo

Advent begins a new worship series: The Host. ) . i
We may be feeling uprooted from our expectations This Newsletter is Sponsored In hone

of the holiday season. Jesus, our host, welcomes us 2

into a house not made with hands, but founded, husband ! Denn y 03

built, and filled with love. granddaughter, S
- and daughter, L a

by Laurel St. Germain.
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I am typically a purist. No Christmas decorations
friends and family members who have already begun decorating for Christmas. And, this year I completely understan
As the song from the musicMameg s ay s, OWe Need a Little 0

Haul out the holly.

Put up the tree before my spirit falls again.
Fill up the stocking.

I may be rushing things, but deck the halls again now.
For we need a little Christmas,

Right this very minute,

Candles in the window,

Carols at the spinet.

Yes, we need a little Christmas,

Right this very minute.

We need a little Christmas now.

We definitely need a little Christmas now. Many of us have COYd0Qveariness, tired of being separated from
family and friends. Everyday tasks seem so much harder. For those still in the work world, Zoom meetings sap our en
gy and the extra screen time strains our eyes. Then we have the recent elections agbihg i@alization of our divi-
sion in this country, which can make both sides feel misunderstood. Additionally, we haygesant struggles for
justice, both racial justice and justice for those of us who identify as LGBTQ and those of us who love someone who
identifies as LGBTQ.

In fact, over the past week, we have seen in the L&egbsboth Beach area three incidents which demonstrate
hatred toward peopl e-bdliesehacked into apoograneby Fap Jadobsy asCAMP Reholboth his-

torian, wearing MAGA hats, showing clips of KKK crdssi r ni ngs, and scr eami-wagd Nohi ng
Jews, No |l esbians. 6 It took ten minutes to get them
OTrumpd i nt o t h-mciaylesbiah coodie, irdimidatng tthesnrand disciouraging those of us who have
seen this area as a safe haven. Finally, an assistant fire chief posted_@BaQislur on his social media after seeing a
drag show at the Blue Moon, calling the performer a
imagine how God feels, watching his children, created in the Divine image, tearing others apart.

Al t hough the current climate seems without [|ight,

forth into our despair. Long ago, Jesus came at a time when the climate seemed hopeless. The Israelites found thems
oppressed by the Romans, strained by rigorous rules their own religious leaders imposed, and impoverished by exces
sive and illegal taxes, collected by their oowndé peo

Into this gloomy atmosphere, Mary, a young, seemingly insignificant peasant girl, gave birth to Jesus. Jesus
brought the hope that the song above references. He brought the promise of eternal life, signified by an evergreen tree
He offered himself, both throughout his life and on the cross, as the greatest gift ever given. Jesus shined a light into o
darkness, which can never extinguish it. And, he became our song, our reason to sing.

Although our Christmas will look different this year, | invite you to take this time to focus on the ways Jesus
brings light into your life. How do you see the events of your life more clearly in the light of the love of Jesus? In what
ways does Jesusd | ight bring you hope? Where have yo

: : As we reflect on these questions, | also invite you to practice sstanding Advent tradition
* & in your home by creating and lighting an Advent wreath. You can make a simple wreath out of
evergreen and use any candles you have. Traditionally, the wreath has three purple (or blue)
. candles and one pink, with a white Christ candle in the middle. However, the original wreaths
contained white candles. Our family lights the candles on the Sundays of Advent, and then we
light them every night at dinner. So, by Christmas, the first candle has burned pretty low. For
- that reason, | use pillar candles.

As you know Epworth members write devotionals for Advent (under the guidance of David Garrett), and these
would be perfect to read as you |l ight the candles. S
awesome to know that many Epworth households were lighting their Advent wreath and reading the same devotionals
every night? If you choose to practice this tradition with us, send us your pictures!! We would love to use them in wor-
ship and on the website. May you hear the angels sin
toward ALL peoplel!l!d
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Advent Sanctuary
Bo GordysStith, Pastor of Community & Communications

o f

Klaus Baudelaire: Do you think anything will ever feel ke hBnfe That |

again? [Violet ties up her hair]

Lemony Snicket: [narrating] Sanctuary... is a word whi:ich helF

means a small, safe place in a troubling world. Like an
in a vast desert or an island in a stormy sea. :
From the movie, O0A Ser:i
| ve been reflecting on
more deeply into this long winter of quarantine at
Epworth, in America, and throughout the world. :
What kind of community can we experience when we :
are deprived of most of the experiences that defined :
community for us until 20207 And in the necessary
isolation we endure behind our masks, we have come:
to appreciate all of the unspoken ways we :
communicate with one anothérour body language
and the way we express ourselves in our facial
expression$ as we are forced to communicate behind:
masks or in a Zoom meeting. As this quarantine :
extends into the better part of a year, what does :
community and communication even mean anymore :
As our daughter and her fiancé prepare to marry :
one another on December 12, 2020, they are not only:
adjusting their expectations, but learning to :
appreciate that change not only blocks a way to the
pastd it also opens new possibilities and new

0T, s er c.y
es of unded éolé,
e

sfrugturg inthe miggleof. o v e

what looked like a desert,

and singing 0And Can it
Should Gaindé (a

Wesl ey hymn |1 38d never

gard before) and nearly
g%ff\ging the roof off with

o) :
passion.
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A week later, having
bid a tearful farewell to
my newfound friends, |
celebrated a midnight mass in a cavernous cathedral
in Sydney, Australia. Nearly everything about that
experience was foreign and strange to me, yet the
light and love of Christ breaking into my life all over
again made a sanctuary in the midst of the strange
sights and sounds (I had never been to a midnight
mass on Christmas eve, or at any other time in my
life). We emerged after sharing communion in the
first moments of that Christmas Day, 1987, to a city
alive with thousands of homeless people, gathered in
a cathedral bright with light and not made with
hands. Like an oasis in a vast desert or an island in a
stormy sea.

| spent the following Christmas in Tokyo, Japan,

as we | i

eV €

understandings. Before Covi®, our daughter shared : near my shipds homeport ir
with us her desire for wh a ool meforsayesahwondgrfullweels, and we bag 2 y
Christmas wedding. 6 99ci:al litieireeindy botelyopm.d spent neasly ajl of 1987
restrictions will make her wedding cozy and intimate :  and 1988 alone and at sea on the far side of the world,
in a way she could not have imagined when she coined ~ and learned there, as | could have learned nowhere
that phrase. Perhaps in that way, even as she prepared ~ €lse, the awesome power and promise of Christmas:
and planned her wedding day over a year ago, she was  Emmanuet Our God is with us. For so many
being prepared for the unique experience of sanctuary ~ Christmases before and after those two, many
ushered in not by things familiar, but by a fresh :  familiar props, presents, sights, and sounds have
awareness and appreciation of persistent blessings sometimes drowned out the one true nature of the
regardless of the circumstances. : sanctuary we seek. In God, sanctuary seeks us out

As this Advent season begins, | remember another: ~ and surrounds us always and anywhere.
Advent and Christmas season in 1987 | spent on the : May you be blessed this Advent and Christmas
far side of the world, in the Indian Ocean and on both: ~ Season with a renewed sense of the sanctuary of
sides of Australia. Far from Vicki and all my family Emmanuel: Goavith -Us. Embrace the space in all
and friends, in a hemisphere where December was the change and isolation that focuses the power and
summer, | discovered sanctuary in strange an presence of Godds | ight ar

unexpected places and people. The wife and children
of a missionary pilot (who had been killed in a plane
crash while serving in Africa) took me in while our
ship made a port call in Perth. | remember a worship
service they took me to in a simple cinderblock

you. And may we sing together, lifting the roof and

knocking on heavends
6Tis mercy all, i mmense
for, O my God, it found out me!

= e e > |
= - wwwEUMCRB.org 8022977745
= w:i—g?%§%§~%f§§§

door :

-
C



